“So What’s The Difference?”

(Study on Biblical Christianity and other Religions)

A worldview is the set of core beliefs and assumptions—often unspoken—that
shape how someone understands God, truth, life, morality, purpose, and destiny.

Naturalism Worldview says that God does not exist and that physical matter is all
there is.

Pantheistic monism Worldview, which says, “All is one, one is all, and all is God.”

Polytheism Worldview—the idea that there are many gods, goddesses and spirits
that we must appease and please to have a reasonably good life.

Relativism Worldview-to pick and choose what they like about different worldviews
and aren't much bothered if the ideas contradict each other. The only thing that
counts is “what works for you”

Biblical Worldview is the framework of beliefs grounded in Scripture that answers
life’s ultimate questions—about God, truth, humanity, morality, purpose, and
destiny—and then lives consistently with those answers.

BIBLICAL CHRISTIANITY A PLUMB LINE FOR
COMPARING FAITHS

I Corinthians 15:1-6

“Biblical” means that the Christian believer searches seriously and carefully for
the meaning of the Bible on its own terms, not changing its meaning to fit the
times.



I Corinthians 15:1-6

Moreover, brethren, I declare to you the gospel which I preached to you, which also
you received and in which you stand, by which also you are saved, if you hold fast
that word which I preached to you—unless you believed in vain.

For I delivered to you first of all that which I also received: that Christ died for our
sins according to the Scriptures, and that He was buried, and that He rose again the
third day according to the Scriptures, and that He was seen by Cephas, then by the
twelve. After that He was seen by over five hundred brethren at once, of whom the
greater part remain to the present, but some have fallen asleep.

A plumb line—a string with a pointed weight on the end—is still used today by
masons to make sure they lay a brick wall straight and true.

Amos 7:7-8
“Behold, the Lord stood upon a wall made by a plumbline, with a plumbline in his
hand... Iwill set a plumbline in the midst of my people Israel”

“When the plumb line is removed, anything can look straight.”

3 major Truths The Plumb Line

#1 The Person and Work of Jesus Christ

CHRIST DIED

1. Who is He?

2. What did He do?

Was Jesus really God, or was He a great teacher and nothing more than that?

John 1:14 “the Word [God] became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We
have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, ... full of grace and truth.”



John 8:58, Jesus told the Pharisees, “I tell you the truth, before Abraham was born, I

am!”
Jesus also claimed to be God in important conversations with His own disciples.

“Iam the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through
me. If you really knew me, you would know my Father as well.”

Philip then asked, “Lord, show us the Father and that will be enough for us.” Jesus’
reply was a clear claim of divinity and equality with God: “Anyone who has seen me
has seen the Father”

Did Jesus' virgin birth actually happen?

“The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will
overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God” (Luke
1:35).

Wayne Grudem, “The virgin birth made possible the uniting of full deity and full

humanity in one person.”

Does the Trinity make three gods?

The Holy Trinity- the one eternal and living God, always existing as God the Father,
God the Son and God the Holy Spirit.

Deuteronomy 6:4 states, “The LORD our God, the LORD is one.”

One of the strongest reasons that many critics reject the doctrine of the Trinity is
that it makes Christ co-equal with God the Father.

The Trinity is the particular target of critics in religions like Judaism and Islam,
and in cults such as Unitarianism, Jehovah's Witnesses and Mormonism.



All of these groups reduce Christ to a created being who is “second-in-command”
at best or just another teacher on the same par with Buddha, Krishna or Moses.

Matthew 28:19, the Holy Spirit is clearly made equal with the Father and the Son
when Jesus commands the disciples to go and teach all nations “baptizing them in
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.”

If God is supernatural—beyond nature—why must He be understood only in

natural terms?

“The Trinity is a kind of existence far different from anything we have
experienced.”

Did Christ actually rise from the dead?
The doctrine of the Resurrection is the foundation on which Christianity rests.

“And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins” (1
Cor. 15:17).

#2 Mankind's major problem—all of us are
sinners in rebellion against God and in need of
a Savior.

CHRIST DIED FOR OUR SINS

Ephesians 2:1

“You were dead in your transgressions and sins.”

How could Adam’s disobedience plunge all of us into sin?

Adam- “federal head of the human race.”



“Sin entered the world through one man, and death through sin, and in this way
death came to all men, because all sinned” (Rom. 5:12).

Because Adam was our representative, God counted us guilty because of his sin.

“The heart, is deceitful above all things and beyond cure. Who can understand it?”
(Jer.17:9).

“Every part of our being is affected by sin—our intellects, our emotions ... our
hearts (the center of our desires in decision-making processes), our goals and
motives, and even our physical bodies.”

We have no ability in ourselves to do anything in our own strength to please God or
even come to Him to have a relationship.

Adam’s act of rebellion plunged all of us into sin, but Christ’s act of obedience made
it possible for us to be made righteous (Rom. 5:17-21).

Just what is sin?

Who decides what is orisn't sin?

God has defined sin for us and He has done it in two ways:
General revelation (the moral law planted within each one of us)
Special revelation (the Scriptures).

Romans 1: “For since the creation of the world God’s invisible qualities—his eternal
power and divine nature—have been clearly seen, being understood from what has
been made, so that men are without excuse” (v. 20).

“Everyone who sins breaks the law; in fact, sin is lawlessness” (1John 3:4).



Active sin includes such things as lying, stealing, murder and adultery.

Passive sin is subtler, because it may not involve actions but may instead be a matter
of attitude or thought.

“Anyone, then, who knows the good he ought to do and doesn’t do it, sins” (Jas. 4:17).

“If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth isnotinus” (1
John 1:8).

“We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own way; and the
LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all” (Isa. 53:6).

How could Jesus Christ die for everyone’s sins?

Isn't every person responsible for his own sins?

“For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and are justified freely by his
grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus” (Rom. 3:23,24).

Justification by faith is the doctrinal pillar of biblical Christianity.

“God presented Him [Christ] as a sacrifice of atonement, through faith in his blood”
(Rom. 3:25).

How can Scripture say that Christ’s single death is adequate payment for the
sins of the entire world?

Who could fulfill its requirements but God Himself?

“For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this not from
yourselves, it is the gift of God—not by works, so that no one can boast” (Eph. 2:8,9).



#3 The Divine Inspiration of Scripture.

CHRIST DIED FOR OUR SINS ACCORDING TO THE SCRIPTURES
Inspiration of the Bible is a main watershed between Christianity and other faiths.

The biblical Christian recognizes the Old and New Testaments as the only words
that come from God Himself—the final authority for faith and practice.

Is the Bible actually “inspired by God"?

Why is the Bible supposed to be superior to other books?
2 Timothy 3:16.

“All Scripture is given by inspiration of God”
What kind of proof can Christians offer for the Bible's inspiration and accuracy?

But can the biblical Christian prove this claim?

The Old Testament contains over 300 references to the Messiah that were fulfilled
in Jesus Christ.

Nelson Glueck, eminent Jewish archaeologist, has categorically stated that “no
archaeological discovery has ever controverted a biblical reference.”

William F. Albright, recognized as one of the greatest of archaeologists, testified
that there is no doubt that archaeology “has confirmed the substantial historicity
of Old Testament tradition.”

The Bible was written by 40 authors over a period of 1,600 years.



The canon of Scripture is the complete and closed collection of books that God
inspired and preserved as His written Word.

How was the canon formed?

Critics may disagree with or reject the Scriptures, but they cannot conclusively
prove that the Bible is not what it claims to be: the inspired Word of God.

As the psalmist said,

“Your word, O LORD, is eternal; it stands firm in the heavens” (Ps. 119:89).

IS BIBLICAL CHRISTIANITY RIGHT?

This plumb line is based on a Protestant, evangelical, conservative, Biblical
Worldview

1 Corinthians 15:3,4: For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance:
that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he
was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures.

Biblical Christians believe that by nature they are sinners, spiritually dead, and
that their only hope of salvation from sin is faith in Christ’s death and resurrection.

Biblical Christians believe they have a Bible that is inspired by the living God, and it
is the only infallible rule of faith and practice.

Why is Christendom so splintered?

The rift came to a head in 1054 when a major split created the Roman Catholic
Church in the West and the Orthodox Church in the East.

After the split, the Roman Catholic Church gained even more power and continued
to add doctrines not found in Scripture.



In addition, the Roman Church became more and more corrupt, which finally led to
the Protestant Reformation, started by a Catholic monk named Martin Luther.

The Reformation spread throughout Europe, and those who protested against the
teachings of Rome came to be recognized as a new form of Christianity called
Protestant.

From one Christian Church, then, came three major branches or trunks:

Roman Catholic, Eastern Orthodox and Protestant, which further divided into many
different denominations.

1.14.26- “Roman Catholicism”

The word “Catholicism” comes from the word “catholic”, which simply means:
“universal” or “according to the whole.”

Matthew 16:18-19

“And I also say to you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build My church,
and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it. And I will give you the keys of
the kingdom of heaven...”

Catholics see this passage as:

e Jesus founding the Church
e Jesus giving authority to Peter
e The basis for the papacy

e The root of church authority, succession, and teaching power



The Popeis:

e the Vicar of Christ (Christ’s representative on earth)
e thehead of the visible Church

e thefinal authority in doctrine and discipline

The Pope currently resides in Vatican City and is elected by the College of
Cardinals.

Core Catholic Interpretation

1. Peter Is the Rock

“Twill give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on
earth will have been bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will
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have been loosed in heaven.” Matthew 16:19

2. The Keys Represent Supreme Authority

3.Binding and Loosing = Doctrinal and Disciplinary Authority

e Authority to define doctrine
e Authority to forgive or retain sins
e Authority to govern the Church

4. Papal Succession

This doctrine is called apostolic succession.

Catholicism is a faith that centers on Christ but places authority in Scripture,
Church tradition, and the pope, and teaches that saving grace is mediated through
the Church’s sacraments.



What are the different categories of modern Roman Catholicism?

1. Nominal or social Catholicism: the Roman Catholicism of the largely
uncommitted-perhaps those born or married into the Church but who have little
knowledge of Catholic theology and who are actually Catholics in name only.

2. Syncretistic/eclectic Catholicism:

Syncretistic - blending elements from different belief systems into one
Eclectic - selecting ideas from various sources

Together: a form of Catholicism that mixes beliefs or practices from multiple
traditions or cultures

3. Traditional or orthodox Catholicism:

the powerful conservative branch of Roman Catholicism that holds to historic
church doctrines such as those reasserted at the Council of Trent in the sixteenth
century.

4."Moderate" Catholicism:
the Roman Catholicism of Vatican II, which
is neither entirely traditional nor entirely liberal.

5. Modernist, liberal Catholicism:
the post-Vatican II "progressive” Roman Catholicism that, to varying degrees, rejects
traditional doctrine.

6. Ethnic or cultural Catholicism:

the Roman Catholicism often retained by migrants to America who use "their
religion to provide a sense of belonging.

They feel that not to be Roman Catholic is not to belong and to lose [their] nationality

and roots.

7. Lapsed or apostate Catholicism:



the Roman Catholicism which involves alienated, backslidden, or apostate Catholics
who are largely indifferent to the Catholic Church.

8. Charismatic Catholicism:
the Roman Catholicism that seeks the "baptism of the Holy Spirit" and speaking in
tongues and other spiritual gifts as signs of a deeper Catholic spirituality.

9. Evangelical Catholicism:

the segment of former Roman Catholics who are truly evangelical and have rejected
the unbiblical teachings of Rome, often deciding to remain in the Church to
evangelize gelize other Catholics.

The traditionalists are most influential segment of the Church because through
the Pope, bishops, and orthodox priests, they occupy the center of power in
Catholicism.

What are the sacraments, and how do they function in the life of a Catholic
believer?

The Catholic sacraments are seven sacred rites believed to be instituted by
Christ that actually convey God’s grace and are central to salvation and church
life.

They are presided over by a Catholic priest who acts as a mediator between God
and man.

1Timothy 2:5

“For there is one God and one Mediator between God and men, the Man Christ
Jesus.”



"For the Roman Catholic his whole life from the cradle to the grave, and indeed

beyond the grave in purgatory, is conditioned by the sacramental approach.”

Through the sacraments, "internal grace [power] is received in the interior of the
soul, enabling to act supernaturally.”

Catholicism sees the sacraments as actually changing a person inwardly, as if
through a form of spiritual empowering.

Baptism (which is done only once) cleanses from original sin, removes other sins
and consequent punishments, provides spiritual rebirth or regeneration, begins the
process of justification, tion, and is "necessary for salvation."

Confirmation (also done only once) bestows the Holy Spirit in a special sense,
leading to "an increasing of sanctifying grace and the gifts of the Holy Spirit" as well
as other spiritual power and a sealing to the Catholic Church.

Penance removes the penalty of sins committed after baptism and confirmation.
Mortal, or "deadly," sins are remitted and the "justification" lost by such sins is
restored as a continuing process.9

Holy Eucharist is where Christ is re-sacrificed and the benefits of Calvary are
continually applied anew to the believer.

Transubstantiation is the belief that:

During the Mass, the bread and wine’s substance becomes the actual
body and blood of Jesus Christ, while their appearances (taste, smell,
look, texture) remain the same.

Catholics believe attending Mass, participating in the Eucharist, and receiving the
sacraments helps a person be forgiven.



e Venialsins (lesser sins) are forgiven through participation in the Mass and
reception of Communion.

e Mortalsins (serious sins that break your relationship with God) require
sacramental confession to a priest before receiving the Eucharist

Marriage is where grace is given to remain in the bonds of matrimony as dictated by
the requirements of the Church.11

Anointing the sick (formerly extreme unction) bestows grace on those who are sick,
old, or near death and helps in forgiveness of sins and sometimes times the physical
healing of the body.12

Holy orders (which are done only once) confer special grace and spiritual power
upon bishops, priests, and deacons for leadership in the Church as representatives
of Christ "for all eternity."

The Council of Trent (1545-1563), whose decrees remain authoritative, declared as
"anathema" (divinely cursed) anyone who would deny the seven sacraments of
Rome:

Statements from The Council of Trent (1545-1563)

"If anyone says that the sacraments... were not all instituted by our Lord Jesus
Christ, or that there are more or less than seven,, ,or that any one of these seven

is not truly and intrinsically a sacrament, let him be anathema."

"if anyone says that the sacraments are not necessary for salvation... and that
without them,, ,men obtain from God through faith alone the grace of
justification..let him be anathema.”



"If anyone says that baptism is optional, that is, not necessary for salvation, let
him be anathema."



Sacerdotal salvation is a system where priests act as mediator between God and

man not Jesus Christ alone
What Makes Roman Catholicism Distinct?

1. Authority

1. Sacred Scripture
2. Sacred Tradition

3. The Magisterium (the teaching authority of the pope and bishops)

The pope is viewed as:

e The successor of Peter
e Thevisible head of the Church on earth
e Infallible when officially defining doctrine (ex cathedra)

2. Salvation

e Salvation begins with grace
e Grace isreceived and nourished through faith and the sacraments
e Justification is a process, not a one-time declaration

3. The Sacraments

Roman Catholics recognize seven sacraments as channels of grace:

4. Mary and the Saints



A The Immaculate Conception

What is the unique role of Mary in Roman Catholicism, and is it biblical?
1. As Co-redemptrix, she cooperates

with Christ in the work of saving sinners.

2. As Mediatrix, she dispenses God's blessings and grace to the spiritually
needy.

3. As Queen of Heaven, she rules providentially with Christ, the King of Heaven
B Mary'’s Perpetual Virginity
C The Assumption of Mary

D Mary as Intercessor (But Not Redeemer)
Protestants affirm:

e Mary asblessed and honored (Luke 1:48)

e Mary as a faithful servant of God

But reject:

e The Immaculate Conception

e Perpetual virginity

e The Assumption

e Prayer to Mary



5. The Church



e The Roman Catholic Church is the one true Church

e Outside of it there is no ordinary means of salvation (extra ecclesiam
nulla salus)

The Church administers grace through the sacraments

Roman Catholicism is a form of Christianity that centers on Christ but
places final authority in Scripture, Church tradition, and the pope, and
teaches that saving grace is mediated through the Church'’s sacramental

system.

Catholics use the same New Testament as Protestants, but a larger Old Testament.

Catholics include these Old Testament books, often called the Deuterocanonical
Books (“second canon”):

1. Tobit

2. Judith

3. Wisdom of Solomon
4. Sirach (Ecclesiasticus)
5. Baruch

6. 1Maccabees

7. 2Maccabees
They also include additional sections in:

e Esther



e Daniel

Protestants usually call these the Apocrypha.

Key Doctrinal Differences Linked to These Books
Some Catholic doctrines are supported partly by these books, such as:

e Prayer for the dead (2 Maccabees 12:45)

e Merit and almsgiving language (Tobit, Sirach)
Why Protestants Reject These as Canon
Protestants typically point to:

e Absence from the Hebrew Bible

e Limited citation by Jesus and the apostles

e Historical and theological tensions

e Early church disagreement over their status

Many Reformers said: “Useful to read, but not authoritative for doctrine.”



2.11.26 “Jehovah’s Witness”

Who are the Jehovah's Witnesses?

The Jehovah's Witnesses are a religious movement started by Charles Taze
Russell in the late 1870s.

7 million members in over 200 countries and territories

Who are the leaders of the Jehovah's Witnesses?

The leaders of the Jehovah’s Witnesses are a group of men who head an
organization called the Watchtower Bible and Tract Society, or simply the
Watchtower Society, in Brooklyn, New York.

1) Charles Taze Russell(1872-1916);

2) “Judge” Joseph F. Rutherford (1917-1942);

3) Nathan H. Knorr (1942-1977);

4) Frederick W. Franz (1977-1992)

5) Milton G. Henschel (1992-2000)

6) Don Adams (2000-present).

What attracts people to the Jehovah's Witnesses?

1) claims to offer divine guidance,
2) claims to provide genuine solutions to life’s problems, and
3) stresses moral and family values.

The Worldview of the Jehovah's

Witnesses—Practices and Teachings

a) Divine guidance comes only through the Watchtower Society.

b) Jehovah's Witnesses alone have the truth of God.
c) Jehovah's Witnesses are told that Orthodox, Protestant, and Catholic

Christianity are false and controlled by Satan.



Does the Watchtower Society really claim to be the
only organization on earth through which God

works?

We belong to NO earthly organization. We adhere only to that heavenly
organization. All the saints now living or that ever lived during this age, belong
to OUR CHURCH ORGANIZATION:such are all ONE CHURCH, and there is NO
OTHER recognized by the Lord.

One Jehovah's Witness said to a Christian, “Your Bible was finished 2000 years
ago, but our Bible has 32 pages added to it every week.”

What do Jehovah's Witnesses believe about
Christianity?
The Theology of the Jehovah's Witnesses

What do Jehovah's Witnesses believe about God
and the doctrine of the Trinity?

Former President Charles Taze Russell even wrote that the Christian God was
“the devil himself”

Jehovah's Witnesses see God as a single person, not as a single Being in whom
are united three Persons, as Christians



They reject the Bible's teaching about the one true God existing as three
Persons and replace it with their own view that God is only one Person.

What do Jehovah's Witnesses believe about Jesus?

The Jehovah's Witnesses teach that Jesus Christ was the first creation of God,
the archangel Michael.

Re-creation, not resurrection

As Russell wrote, “The man Jesus is dead, forever dead.”

A physical, visible reality

In sum, the Christ of the Jehovah's Witnesses is not the Christ of the Bible.

What do Jehovah's Witnesses believe about

salvation?

Jehovah's Witnesses believe that there are three classes of people who will be
saved by good works.

The first class of individuals is an extremely small group of people the Jehovah's
Witnesses call the 144,000.

The second class of individuals includes all other Jehovah's Witnesses (called
“the other sheep”).

The third class of individuals includes non-Jehovah's Witnesses who have lived
good enough lives to be given the opportunity to earn salvation after death

Salvation is by personal merit and good works, not by grace through faith



In all areas of life, we should be prepared to give our
very best. We should not be half-hearted about such
vital matters. What is at stake is Jehovah's approval
and our being granted life.

2.18.26- “Mormonism”’

Mormonism is a religion founded upon the teachings of Joseph Smith
(1805-1844).

How did Mormonism originate, and how important are supernatural
revelations to the founding and sustaining of the Mormon Church?

Mormons argue that their religion was divinely instituted in 1820 when God
the Father and Jesus Christ appeared to Joseph Smith Jr. in a dramatic vision.

On September 21,1823, Smith wrote, an angel appeared to him to tell him of
thelocation of certain gold plates.

He believed he received revelations from God, Jesus, and many spirits of the
dead, such as Peter, James, John the Baptist, and others.

Is Mormon Teaching the Same as Biblical and Christian Teaching?
Does the Mormon Church give biblical words an entirely false meaning?

Christianity : a false and damnable apostate religion .



God: “ Elohim ”; one of innumerable self - progressing bodily deities ; formerly
aman, a finite creature ; now the principal deity of the earth.

In early Mormon theology , Adam ( of the garden of Eden ) was considered the
true earth deity by many Mormons.

Jesus Christ : a self - progressing deity ( “ Jehovah " of the Old Testament ) and
the first spirit child of “ Elohim ” and his wife .

Holy Spirit : a deified man with a spiritual body of matter.

Trinity : a tritheistic ( three - god ) grouping of deities , coordinated under
general Mormon polytheism . Thus, the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost are
separate deities.

The Gospel : Mormon salvation by works, leading to exaltation or godhood .
Born - again : having undergone water baptism into Mormonism .
Immortality : salvation by grace ( the universal resurrection of all men ).

Atonement : the provision God has supplied for people to earn their own
salvation “ by obedience to the laws and ordinances of the Gospel ”

The Fall : a spiritual step upward ; a blessing permitting the production of
physical bodies for pre - existent spirits to inhabit and thus have the possibility
of attaining their own “ exaltation, " or godhood .

True salvation / eternal life / redemption : exaltation to godhood in the highest
part of the celestial kingdom based upon individual good works and personal
merit in this life and during pre - existence.

Exaltation teaches that a person can:

Live in the highest level of heaven (the Celestial Kingdom)



Be united eternally with their spouse and family

Become like God

Inherit divine glory, power, and increase

Exaltation requires:

® raith in Christ

@ Baptism by LDS priesthood authority

@ Receiving the Holy Ghost

@ Temple ordinances (including celestial marriage)

@ raithful obedience to LDS commandments

® Enduring to the end

Temple marriage is especially central — exaltation is tied to eternal marriage.

« Death:in general, a step upward .

Death represents the possibility of a form of salvation (if not exaltation ) for
those who have never heard of Mormonism .



- Heaven : three “ kingdoms of glory ” comprising various spiritual gradations.

« Hell: generally purgatorial ; possibly eternal for a very few ( primarily apostate
Mormons ).

- Virgin birth : the birth of Christ through a physical sex act between God the
Father (the Mormon earth god “ Elohim ") and Mary (hence, not a virgin birth )

» Man: a pre - existent spirit with the potential to earn godhood by obedience
to Mormon dictates.

 The Scriptures : the Book of Mormon, Doctrine and Covenants, The Pearl of
Great Price, and the Bible “ as far as it is translated correctly "

- The Bible : an erring and often unreliable inspired record , properly
interpreted only by Mormons and only in light of Mormon theology .

What does Mormonism teach about God?

Many (polytheistic)

(Those who attain exaltation are gods.)

Evolving (changing)

Material (physical)

Sexual

Polygamous

Morally Imperfect (requires salvation)

What does Mormonism teach about Jesus Christ?
Created or uncreated?

In Mormonism, Jesus is also seen as the brother of Satan.



Is Mormon Teaching the Same as Biblical and Christian Teaching?

What does Mormonism teach about Jesus Christ?

Jesus was a polygamist who proved it by “ marrying many honorable wives . ”
What do Mormons teach about salvation and life after death ?
general salvation

individual salvation

1 Celestial Kingdom

Highest level of glory

@® ror those who accept Christ, receive LDS ordinances (like baptism and

temple sealing), and remain faithful.

@® Those who reach the highest level within this kingdom are believed to

live in God'’s presence.

@ Exaltation includes eternal families and becoming like God.

2 Terrestrial Kingdom



Middle level of glory

@ ror honorable people who rejected the full LDS gospel in life but later

accepted it in the spirit world.

@ Also for Christians who were not fully obedient to LDS teachings.

@ They receive glory but not the fullness of the Father's presence.

3 Telestial Kingdom

Lowest level of glory

@ For those who rejected Christ in life and remained sinful but

eventually accept Him after suffering.

@ They receive a degree of glory but not the presence of the Father or

Son.

Do Mormons teach that true salvation occurs only by good works and personal
righteousness?

What does Mormonism teach about the atoning death of Jesus Christ on the cross ?



2.25.26 “Islam”

Islam is the world religion founded by an Arabian visionary named
Muhammad (AD 570-632), who was born in the city of Mecca in what is

now Saudi Arabia.
How did Islam began
The basic Muslim beliefs
1 Faith in Allah.
2 Angels.
3 The holy books.
4 The prophets:

Adam, the chosen of Allah

Noah, the preacher of Allah
Abraham, the friend of Allah
Moses, the speaker of Allah
Jesus, the word of Allah
Muhammad, the apostle of Allah

5 Predestination

6 The Day of Judgment

The Religious Duties Required of All Muslims known as Pillars of Islam
The first pillar is reciting the creed of Islam-"There is no God but Allah and
Muhammad is his prophet.”

The second pillar involves prayer.

Here are the five prayers:
1. Fajr (Dawn Prayer)
2. Dhuhr (Midday Prayer)

3. Asr (Afternoon Prayer)



4. Maghrib (Sunset Prayer)
5.Isha (Night Prayer)

The third pillar is the religious duty to observe the month of fasting called
Ramadan.

What Happens During Ramadan?
1. Fasting (Sawm)

2. Increased Prayer

3. Giving and Repentance

The fourth pillar of Islamic duty is to give alms to the poor.
The fifth and last pillar is that of the hajj, a pilgrimage to Mecca, Muhammad's place
of birth.

(Optional) This is obedience to the call of jihad.

What does Islam teach about Allah, Is Allah just another name for God?
How Islam Describes Allah

@ Absolute unity (no Trinity)

@® No incarnation

® No Son of God

® God does not enter creation in human form

God forgives whom He wills

@® Judgment based on deeds and mercy



"Allah is the unique, unexplorable, and inexplicable one-the remote, vast, and
unknown God. Everything we think about him is incomplete, if not wrong. Allah
cannot be comprehended.”

What Muslims teach about Jesus Christ

Neither the Son of God nor deity of any kind

Any Muslim who believes that Jesus Christ is God has committed "the one
unforgivable sin," called shirk (here, equating Jesus with God, that is, Allah)-a
sin that will send him to hell forever.

A prophet who was not crucified

Finally, Islam teaches that Muhammad was a superior prophet to Jesus because
he brought God's final and best revelations to man.

What Islam teaches about Salvation

A.Islam teaches that forgiveness is conditioned upon good works and Allah's
choice of mercy

B. Islam teaches that Jesus Christ was neither crucified nor resurrected;
therefore, salvation cannot possibly be had through faith in Christ

Allah simply forgives those whom he chooses to forgive and he forgives only
those who have done enough good deeds to outweigh their bad deeds.

Muslim to be saved he saves for most of his lifetime to make the Meccan
pilgrimage; he gives money to help erect a mosque; he faithfully reads the
Qur'an even though it be in a language he does not understand; and he prays
the prescribed Arabic prayers"

If you are slain or die in God's way... it is unto God you shall be mustered. And,
When you meet the unbelievers in the battlefields, strike off their heads and,
when you have laid them low, bind your captives firmly ... Thus shall you do...As
for those who are slain in the cause of Allah...he will admit them to the Paradise
he has made known to them”

Conclusion:



1. Islam Rejects the Trinity

2.1slam Denies the Deity of Jesus

3.Islam Denies the Crucifixion and Resurrection

4. Islam Teaches Salvation by Works

5.Islam Claims the Bible Was Corrupted

6. Islam and Christianity Share Some Figures — But Redefine Them

7.1slam’s View of God Is Different in Nature



	“So What’s The Difference?” 
	Naturalism Worldview says that God does not exist and that physical matter is all there is. 
	Pantheistic monism Worldview, which says, “All is one, one is all, and all is God.” 
	Polytheism Worldview—the idea that there are many gods, goddesses and spirits that we must appease and please to have a reasonably good life. 
	Relativism Worldview-to pick and choose what they like about different worldviews and aren’t much bothered if the ideas contradict each other. The only thing that counts is “what works for you.” 
	Biblical Worldview is the framework of beliefs grounded in Scripture that answers life’s ultimate questions—about God, truth, humanity, morality, purpose, and destiny—and then lives consistently with those answers. 

	BIBLICAL CHRISTIANITY A PLUMB LINE FOR COMPARING FAITHS​I Corinthians 15:1-6 
	I Corinthians 15:1-6​Moreover, brethren, I declare to you the gospel which I preached to you, which also you received and in which you stand, by which also you are saved, if you hold fast that word which I preached to you—unless you believed in vain. 
	A plumb line—a string with a pointed weight on the end—is still used today by masons to make sure they lay a brick wall straight and true. 

	3 major Truths The Plumb Line 
	#1 The Person and Work of Jesus Christ 
	CHRIST DIED 
	Was Jesus really God, or was He a great teacher and nothing more than that? 
	Did Jesus’ virgin birth actually happen? 
	Does the Trinity make three gods? 
	If God is supernatural—beyond nature—why must He be understood only in natural terms?  
	Did Christ actually rise from the dead?  


	#2 Mankind’s major problem—all of us are sinners in rebellion against God and in need of a Savior.  
	CHRIST DIED FOR OUR SINS  
	How could Adam’s disobedience plunge all of us into sin? 
	Just what is sin?  
	Who decides what is or isn’t sin?  
	How could Jesus Christ die for everyone’s sins?  
	Isn’t every person responsible for his own sins? 
	How can Scripture say that Christ’s single death is adequate payment for the sins of the entire world?  
	Who could fulfill its requirements but God Himself? 


	#3 The Divine Inspiration of Scripture.  
	CHRIST DIED FOR OUR SINS ACCORDING TO THE SCRIPTURES  
	Is the Bible actually “inspired by God”?  
	Why is the Bible supposed to be superior to other books? 
	What kind of proof can Christians offer for the Bible’s inspiration and accuracy?  
	But can the biblical Christian prove this claim? 
	The canon of Scripture is the complete and closed collection of books that God inspired and preserved as His written Word. 
	How was the canon formed?  
	IS BIBLICAL CHRISTIANITY RIGHT?  
	Why is Christendom so splintered?  


	1.14.26- “Roman Catholicism” ​ 
	Matthew 16:18–19 
	The Pope is: 
	Core Catholic Interpretation 
	1. Peter Is the Rock 
	“I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven,   and whatever you bind on earth will have been bound   in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will have been loosed   in heaven.”” Matthew 16:19 

	2. The Keys Represent Supreme Authority 
	3. Binding and Loosing = Doctrinal and Disciplinary Authority 
	●​Authority to define doctrine 
	●​Authority to forgive or retain sins 
	●​Authority to govern the Church 

	4. Papal Succession 
	This doctrine is called apostolic succession. 

	What are the different categories of modern Roman Catholicism?  
	The traditionalists are most influential segment of the Church because through the Pope, bishops, and orthodox priests, they occupy the center of power in Catholicism. 
	What are the sacraments, and how do they function in the life of a Catholic believer?  
	The Catholic sacraments are seven sacred rites believed to be instituted by Christ that actually convey God’s grace and are central to salvation and church life. 
	They are presided over by a Catholic priest who acts as a mediator between God and man.  

	1 Timothy 2:5 
	"For the Roman Catholic his whole life from the cradle to the grave, and indeed beyond the grave in purgatory, is conditioned by the sacramental approach." 

	Catholicism sees the sacraments as actually changing a person inwardly, as if through a form of spiritual empowering.  
	Statements from The Council of Trent (1545-1563) 
	"If anyone says that the sacraments... were not all instituted by our Lord Jesus Christ, or that there are more or less than seven,, ,or that any one of these seven is not truly and intrinsically a sacrament, let him be anathema."  
	"if anyone says that the sacraments are not necessary for salvation... and that without them,, ,men obtain from God through faith alone the grace of justification.. let him be anathema."  
	"If anyone says that baptism is optional, that is, not necessary for salvation, let him be anathema." 

	Sacerdotal salvation is a system where priests act as mediator between God and man not Jesus Christ alone 
	What Makes Roman Catholicism Distinct? 
	1. Authority 
	1.​Sacred Scripture​ 
	2.​Sacred Tradition​ 
	3.​The Magisterium (the teaching authority of the pope and bishops)​ 

	The pope is viewed as: 
	●​The successor of Peter​ 
	●​The visible head of the Church on earth​ 
	●​Infallible when officially defining doctrine (ex cathedra) 

	2. Salvation 
	●​Salvation begins with grace​ 
	●​Grace is received and nourished through faith and the sacraments​ 
	●​Justification is a process, not a one-time declaration 

	3. The Sacraments 
	Roman Catholics recognize seven sacraments as channels of grace: 

	4. Mary and the Saints 
	A The Immaculate Conception 
	What is the unique role of Mary in Roman Catholicism, and is it biblical? 
	1. As Co-redemptrix, she cooperates 
	with Christ in the work of saving sinners.  
	2. As Mediatrix, she dispenses God's blessings and grace to the spiritually needy.  
	3. As Queen of Heaven, she rules providentially with Christ, the King of Heaven 

	B Mary’s Perpetual Virginity 
	C The Assumption of Mary 
	D Mary as Intercessor (But Not Redeemer) 
	Protestants affirm: 
	●​Mary as blessed and honored (Luke 1:48)​ 
	●​Mary as a faithful servant of God​ 

	But reject: 
	●​The Immaculate Conception​ 
	●​Perpetual virginity​ 
	●​The Assumption​ 
	●​Prayer to Mary 

	5. The Church 
	●​The Roman Catholic Church is the one true Church​ 
	●​Outside of it there is no ordinary means of salvation (extra ecclesiam nulla salus) 

	The Church administers grace through the sacraments 
	Roman Catholicism is a form of Christianity that centers on Christ but places final authority in Scripture, Church tradition, and the pope, and teaches that saving grace is mediated through the Church’s sacramental system. 

	Catholics use the same New Testament as Protestants, but a larger Old Testament. 
	Catholics include these Old Testament books, often called the Deuterocanonical Books (“second canon”): 
	1.​Tobit​ 
	2.​Judith​ 
	3.​Wisdom of Solomon​ 
	4.​Sirach (Ecclesiasticus)​ 
	5.​Baruch​ 
	6.​1 Maccabees​ 
	7.​2 Maccabees 

	They also include additional sections in: 
	●​Esther​ 
	●​Daniel 

	Protestants usually call these the Apocrypha. 
	Key Doctrinal Differences Linked to These Books 
	Some Catholic doctrines are supported partly by these books, such as: 
	●​Prayer for the dead (2 Maccabees 12:45) 
	●​Merit and almsgiving language (Tobit, Sirach) 
	Why Protestants Reject These as Canon​Protestants typically point to: 
	●​Absence from the Hebrew Bible 
	●​Limited citation by Jesus and the apostles 
	●​Historical and theological tensions 

	●​Early church disagreement over their status 
	Many Reformers said: “Useful to read, but not authoritative for doctrine.” 

	2.11.26 “Jehovah’s Witness” 
	Who are the Jehovah’s Witnesses?  
	The Jehovah’s Witnesses are a religious movement started by Charles Taze Russell in the late 1870s. 
	 
	7 million members in over 200 countries and territories 

	Who are the leaders of the Jehovah’s Witnesses?  
	The leaders of the Jehovah’s Witnesses are a group of men who head an organization called the Watchtower Bible and Tract Society, or simply the Watchtower Society, in Brooklyn, New York.  
	1) Charles Taze Russell(1872–1916);  
	2) “Judge” Joseph F. Rutherford (1917–1942);  
	3) Nathan H. Knorr (1942–1977);  
	4) Frederick W. Franz (1977–1992) 
	5) Milton G. Henschel (1992–2000) 
	6) Don Adams (2000–present). 

	What attracts people to the Jehovah’s Witnesses?  
	1) claims to offer divine guidance, 
	2) claims to provide genuine solutions to life’s problems, and  
	3) stresses moral and family values.  

	The Worldview of the Jehovah’s Witnesses—Practices and Teachings 
	a) Divine guidance comes only through the Watchtower Society.  
	b) Jehovah’s Witnesses alone have the truth of God.  
	c) Jehovah’s Witnesses are told that Orthodox, Protestant, and Catholic Christianity are false and controlled by Satan. 

	Does the Watchtower Society really claim to be the only organization on earth through which God works? 
	We belong to NO earthly organization. We adhere only to that heavenly organization. All the saints now living or that ever lived during this age, belong to OUR CHURCH ORGANIZATION:such are all ONE CHURCH, and there is NO OTHER recognized by the Lord. 
	One Jehovah’s Witness said to a Christian, “Your Bible was finished 2000 years ago, but our Bible has 32 pages added to it every week.” 

	What do Jehovah’s Witnesses believe about Christianity?  
	The Theology of the Jehovah’s Witnesses 
	What do Jehovah’s Witnesses believe about God and the doctrine of the Trinity?  
	Former President Charles Taze Russell even wrote that the Christian God was “the devil himself.”  
	Jehovah’s Witnesses see God as a single person, not as a single Being in whom are united three Persons, as Christians 
	They reject the Bible’s teaching about the one true God existing as three Persons and replace it with their own view that God is only one Person. 

	What do Jehovah’s Witnesses believe about Jesus?  
	The Jehovah’s Witnesses teach that Jesus Christ was the first creation of God, the archangel Michael.  
	Re-creation, not resurrection  
	As Russell wrote, “The man Jesus is dead, forever dead.” 
	A physical, visible reality  
	In sum, the Christ of the Jehovah’s Witnesses is not the Christ of the Bible. 

	What do Jehovah’s Witnesses believe about salvation?  
	Jehovah’s Witnesses believe that there are three classes of people who will be saved by good works.  
	The first class of individuals is an extremely small group of people the Jehovah’s Witnesses call the 144,000.  
	The second class of individuals includes all other Jehovah’s Witnesses (called “the other sheep”).  
	The third class of individuals includes non–Jehovah’s Witnesses who have lived good enough lives to be given the opportunity to earn salvation after death 
	Salvation is by personal merit and good works, not by grace through faith  

	In all areas of life, we should be prepared to give our very best. We should not be half-hearted about such vital matters. What is at stake is Jehovah’s approval and our being granted life.  
	2.18.26- “Mormonism” 
	Mormonism is a religion founded upon the teachings of Joseph Smith (1805–1844).  
	How did Mormonism originate, and how important are supernatural revelations to the founding and sustaining of the Mormon Church? 
	Mormons argue that their religion was divinely instituted in 1820 when God the Father and Jesus Christ appeared to Joseph Smith Jr. in a dramatic vision.  
	On September 21, 1823, Smith wrote, an angel appeared to him to tell him of the location of certain gold plates.  
	He believed he received revelations from God, Jesus, and many spirits of the dead, such as Peter, James, John the Baptist, and others. 
	Is Mormon Teaching the Same as Biblical and Christian Teaching? 
	Does the Mormon Church give biblical words an entirely false meaning?  
	Christianity : a false and damnable apostate religion . 
	 God : “ Elohim ” ; one of innumerable self - progressing bodily deities ; formerly a man , a finite creature ; now the principal deity of the earth . 
	In early Mormon theology , Adam ( of the garden of Eden ) was considered the true earth deity by many Mormons .  
	 Jesus Christ : a self - progressing deity ( “ Jehovah ” of the Old Testament ) and the first spirit child of “ Elohim ” and his wife . 
	 Holy Spirit : a deified man with a spiritual body of matter .  
	Trinity : a tritheistic ( three - god ) grouping of deities , coordinated under general Mormon polytheism . Thus , the Father , Son , and Holy Ghost are separate deities . 
	 The Gospel : Mormon salvation by works , leading to exaltation or godhood .  
	Born - again : having undergone water baptism into Mormonism .  
	Immortality : salvation by grace ( the universal resurrection of all men ) .  
	Atonement : the provision God has supplied for people to earn their own salvation “ by obedience to the laws and ordinances of the Gospel ”  
	The Fall : a spiritual step upward ; a blessing permitting the production of physical bodies for pre - existent spirits to inhabit and thus have the possibility of attaining their own “ exaltation , ” or godhood . 
	True salvation / eternal life / redemption : exaltation to godhood in the highest part of the celestial kingdom based upon individual good works and personal merit in this life and during pre - existence .  

	Exaltation teaches that a person can: 
	Live in the highest level of heaven (the Celestial Kingdom)​ 
	Be united eternally with their spouse and family​ 
	Become like God​ 
	Inherit divine glory, power, and increase 

	Exaltation requires: 
	●​Faith in Christ​ 
	●​Baptism by LDS priesthood authority​ 
	●​Receiving the Holy Ghost​ 
	●​Temple ordinances (including celestial marriage)​ 
	●​Faithful obedience to LDS commandments​ 
	●​Enduring to the end 

	Temple marriage is especially central — exaltation is tied to eternal marriage. 
	• Death : in general , a step upward .  
	Death represents the possibility of a form of salvation ( if not exaltation ) for those who have never heard of Mormonism .  
	• Heaven : three “ kingdoms of glory ” comprising various spiritual gradations . 
	• Hell : generally purgatorial ; possibly eternal for a very few ( primarily apostate Mormons ) .  
	• Virgin birth : the birth of Christ through a physical sex act between God the Father ( the Mormon earth god “ Elohim ” ) and Mary ( hence , not a virgin birth ) .  
	• Man : a pre - existent spirit with the potential to earn godhood by obedience to Mormon dictates .  
	• The Scriptures : the Book of Mormon , Doctrine and Covenants , The Pearl of Great Price , and the Bible “ as far as it is translated correctly ”  
	• The Bible : an erring and often unreliable inspired record , properly interpreted only by Mormons and only in light of Mormon theology . 

	What does Mormonism teach about God? 
	Many (polytheistic) 
	(Those who attain exaltation are gods.) 
	Evolving (changing) 
	Material (physical) 
	Sexual 
	Polygamous 
	Morally Imperfect (requires salvation) 

	What does Mormonism teach about Jesus Christ? 
	Created or uncreated?  
	In Mormonism, Jesus is also seen as the brother of Satan.  

	 Is Mormon Teaching the Same as Biblical and Christian Teaching? 
	What does Mormonism teach about Jesus Christ? 
	Jesus was a polygamist who proved it by “ marrying many honorable wives . ”  
	What do Mormons teach about salvation and life after death ? 
	general salvation 
	individual salvation 


	1️ Celestial Kingdom 
	Highest level of glory 
	●​For those who accept Christ, receive LDS ordinances (like baptism and temple sealing), and remain faithful.​ 
	●​Those who reach the highest level within this kingdom are believed to live in God’s presence.​ 
	●​Exaltation includes eternal families and becoming like God.​ 

	2 Terrestrial Kingdom 
	Middle level of glory 
	●​For honorable people who rejected the full LDS gospel in life but later accepted it in the spirit world.​ 
	●​Also for Christians who were not fully obedient to LDS teachings.​ 
	●​They receive glory but not the fullness of the Father’s presence.​ 

	3 Telestial Kingdom 
	Lowest level of glory 
	●​For those who rejected Christ in life and remained sinful but eventually accept Him after suffering.​ 
	●​They receive a degree of glory but not the presence of the Father or Son. 
	Do Mormons teach that true salvation occurs only by good works and personal righteousness?  
	What does Mormonism teach about the atoning death of Jesus Christ on the cross ? 

	2.25.26 “Islam” 
	How did Islam began  
	The basic Muslim beliefs  
	1 Faith in Allah.  
	2 Angels.  
	3 The holy books.  
	4 The prophets:​ 
	Adam, the chosen of Allah  
	Noah, the preacher of Allah  
	Abraham, the friend of Allah  
	Moses, the speaker of Allah  
	Jesus, the word of Allah  
	Muhammad, the apostle of Allah 

	 
	5 Predestination 
	6 The Day of Judgment 

	The Religious Duties Required of All Muslims known as Pillars of Islam 
	The first pillar is reciting the creed of Islam-"There is no God but Allah and Muhammad is his prophet."  
	The second pillar involves prayer.  
	Here are the five prayers: 
	1. Fajr (Dawn Prayer) 
	2. Dhuhr (Midday Prayer) 
	3. Asr (Afternoon Prayer) 
	4. Maghrib (Sunset Prayer) 
	5. Isha (Night Prayer) 

	The third pillar is the religious duty to observe the month of fasting called Ramadan. 

	What Happens During Ramadan? 
	1. Fasting (Sawm) 
	2. Increased Prayer 
	3. Giving and Repentance 

	The fourth pillar of Islamic duty is to give alms to the poor.  
	The fifth and last pillar is that of the hajj, a pilgrimage to Mecca, Muhammad's place of birth.  
	(Optional) This is obedience to the call of jihad. 
	What does Islam teach about Allah, Is Allah just another name for God? 
	How Islam Describes Allah 
	●​Absolute unity (no Trinity) 
	●​No incarnation 
	●​No Son of God 
	●​God does not enter creation in human form​God forgives whom He wills 
	●​Judgment based on deeds and mercy 
	"Allah is the unique, unexplorable, and inexplicable one-the remote, vast, and unknown God. Everything we think about him is incomplete, if not wrong. Allah cannot be comprehended." 

	What Muslims teach about Jesus Christ 
	Neither the Son of God nor deity of any kind 
	Any Muslim who believes that Jesus Christ is God has committed "the one unforgivable sin," called shirk (here, equating Jesus with God, that is, Allah)-a sin that will send him to hell forever. 
	A prophet who was not crucified  
	Finally, Islam teaches that Muhammad was a superior prophet to Jesus because he brought God's final and best revelations to man. 

	What Islam teaches about Salvation 
	A. Islam teaches that forgiveness is conditioned upon good works and Allah's choice of mercy 
	B. Islam teaches that Jesus Christ was neither crucified nor resurrected; therefore, salvation cannot possibly be had through faith in Christ 
	 
	Allah simply forgives those whom he chooses to forgive and he forgives only those who have done enough good deeds to outweigh their bad deeds. 
	 
	Muslim to be saved he saves for most of his lifetime to make the Meccan pilgrimage; he gives money to help erect a mosque; he faithfully reads the Qur'an even though it be in a language he does not understand; and he prays the prescribed Arabic prayers" 
	​If you are slain or die in God's way... it is unto God you shall be mustered. And, When you meet the unbelievers in the battlefields, strike off their heads and, when you have laid them low, bind your captives firmly ... Thus shall you do...As for those who are slain in the cause of Allah.. .he will admit them to the Paradise he has made known to them” 

	Conclusion: 
	1. Islam Rejects the Trinity 
	2. Islam Denies the Deity of Jesus 
	3. Islam Denies the Crucifixion and Resurrection 
	4. Islam Teaches Salvation by Works 
	5. Islam Claims the Bible Was Corrupted 
	6. Islam and Christianity Share Some Figures — But Redefine Them 
	7. Islam’s View of God Is Different in Nature 
	 



