The Gift
of Tongues




Why do some people speak
In tongues and others do
not (is it strictl
denominational)?



What does the Bible say
about the gift of tongues?



Pentecost
1When the Day of Pentecost had fully come, they
were all with one accord in one place. 2And
suddenly there came a sound from heaven, as of a
rushing mighty wind, and it filled the whole
house where they were sitting. 3Then there
appeared to them divided tongues, as of fire, and
one sat upon each of them. 4And they were all
filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak with
other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.
5And there were dwelling in Jerusalem Jews,
devout men, from every nation under heaven.
6And when this sound occurred, the multitude
came together, and were confused,



because everyone heard them speak 1n his own
language. 7Then they were all amazed and
marveled, saying to one another, “Look, are not all
these who speak Galileans? 8 And how is it that
we hear, each in our own language in which we
were born? 9Parthians and Medes and Elamites,
those dwelling in Mesopotamia, Judea and
Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10Phrygia and
Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya adjoining
Cyrene, visitors from Rome, both Jews and
proselytes, 11Cretans and Arabs—we hear them
speaking in our own tongues the wonderful
works of God”
ACtS 2:1-11



Cornelius
44While Peter was still speaking these
words, the Holy Spirit fell upon all
those who heard the word. 45And
those of the circumcision who believed
were astonished, as many as came
with Peter, because the gift of the Holy
Spirit had been poured out on the
Gentiles also. 46For they heard them
speak with tongues and magnify God.
Acts 10:44—46



Ephesus
1And it happened, while Apollos was at
Corinth, that Paul, having passed
through the upper regions, came to
Ephesus. And inding some disciples
2he said to them, “Did you receive the
Holy Spirit when you believed?” So they
said to him, “We have not so much as
heard whether there is a Holy Spirit.
3And he said to them, “Into what then
were you baptized?”



So they said, “Into John's baptism.” 4Then
Paul said, “John indeed baptized with a
baptism of repentance, saying to the people
that they should believe on Him who would
come after him, that is, on Christ Jesus.”
5When they heard this, they were baptized
in the name of the Lord Jesus. 6And when
Paul had laid hands on them, the Holy Spirit
came upon them, and they spoke with
tongues and prophesied. 7Now the men
were about twelve 1n all.

ACtS 19:1-7



1 Corinthians 12
INow concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I
do not want you to be 1ignorant: 2You know
that you were Gentiles, carried away to
these dumb 1dols, however you were led.
3Therefore I make known to you that no one
speaking by the Spirit of God calls Jesus
accursed, and no one can say that Jesus is
Lord except by the Holy Spirit.
4There are diversities of gifts, but the same
Spirit. 5There are differences of ministries,
but the same Lord. 6And there are



diversities of activities, but 1t 1s the same God who
works all in all. 7But the manifestation of the
Spirit is given to each one for the profit of all: 8for
to one 1s given the word of wisdom through the
Spirit, to another the word of knowledge through
the same Spirit, 9to another faith by the same
Spirit, to another gifts of healings by the same
Spirit, 10to another the working of miracles, to
another prophecy, to another discerning of spirits,
to another different kinds of tongues, to another
the interpretation of tongues. 11But one and the
same Spirit works all these things, distributing to
each one individually as He wills.



1 Corinthians 13
1IThough I speak with the tongues of men and of
angels, but have not love, I have become sounding
brass or a clanging cymbal. 2And though I have
the gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries
and all knowledge, and though I have all faith, so
that I could remove mountains, but have not love, I
am nothing. 3And though I bestow all my goods to
feed the poor, and though I give my body to be
burned, but have not love, it profits me nothing.
8Love never fails. But whether there are
prophecies, they will fail; whether there are
tongues, they will cease; whether there is
knowledge, it will vanish away.



1 Corinthians 14
1Pursue love, and desire spiritual gifts, but especially
that you may prophesy. 2For he who speaks in a tongue
does not speak to men but to God, for no one
understands him; however, in the spirit he speaks
mysteries. 3But he who prophesies speaks edification
and exhortation and comfort to men. 4He who speaks
in a tongue edifies himself, but he who prophesies
edifies the church. 5I wish you all spoke with tongues,
but even more that you prophesied; for he who
prophesies is greater than he who speaks with tongues,
unless indeed he interprets, that the church may
receive edification.
20Brethren, do not be children in understanding;
however, in malice be babes, but in understanding be
mature.



21In the law it 1S written:
“With men of other tongues and other lips
[ will speak to this people;
And vet, for all that, they will not hear Me,”
says the Lord.
22Therefore tongues are for a sign, not to those who
believe but to unbelievers; but prophesying is not for
unbelievers but for those who believe. 23Therefore if the
whole church comes together in one place, and all speak
with tongues, and there come in those who are
uninformed or unbelievers, will they not say that you are
out of your mind? 24But if all prophesy, and an unbeliever
or an uninformed person comes in, he i1s convinced by all,
he 1s convicted by all. 25And thus the secrets of his heart
are revealed; and so, falling down on his face, he will
worship God and report that God is truly among you.



- Romans 12
Lists spiritual gifts.
Tongues are notably absent.



~ Ephesians 4
Lists ministry gifts.
Tongues absent.



~ 1Peter 4
Lists serving gifts.
Tongues absent.



What Is the Gift of
Tongues?




A supernatural ability given by
the Holy Spirit to speak 1n a real
language the speaker had not
previously learned, for the
purpose of authenticating God’s
work, communicating His truth,
serving as a sign, and edifying
the church when interpreted.



The Meaning of “Tongues”



The Meaning of “Tongues”

The Greek word i1s:
VAWOooa — glossa




“Everyone heard them speak in
his own language.”



“Everyone heard them speak in
his own language.”

dialektos, meaning a native
dialect or language.



ACtS 2:4
“And they were all filled with the
Holy Spirit and began to speak with
other tongues, as the Spirit gave
them utterance.



ACTS 2:8
“How 1S 1t that we hear, each in our
own language in which we were
born?”



Acts 2:11
“We hear them speaking in our own

tongues the wonderful works of
God”



Why Were Tongues Given?



To authenticate the coming of
the Holy Spirit



To authenticate the coming of
the Holy Spirit

To authenticate the apostolic
message



To authenticate the inclusion of
new groups



To authenticate the inclusion of
new groups

To serve as a sign to unbelievers



“Therefore tongues are for a sign,
not to those who believe but to
unbelievers.

[ Corinthians 14:22



To edify the church when
interpreted




1 Corinthians 14:5
“He who prophesies is greater than
he who speaks with tongues, unless
indeed he interprets, that the church
may receive edification.”



Tongues and the Baptism of the
Holy Spirit



1 Corinthians 12:13
“For by one Spirit we were all
baptized into one body.”




What Does the Bible Mean by
"Unknown Tongue"?




"Unknown" IS Not in the
Original Greek




Why Did the Translators Add
"Unknown"?



What Did the Translators Mean?



Did Tongues Cease?



[ Corinthians 13

8Love never fails. But whether there are
prophecies, they will fail; whether there are

tongues, they will cease; whether there 1s

knowledge, it will vanish away. 9For we know

in part and we prophesy in part. 10But when

that which 1s perfect has come, then that

which is 1n part will be done away.



The cessationist view

The miraculous sign gifts
belonged especially to the
apostolic and foundational

period of the church.




The continuationist view

The gifts continue until Christ’s
return



What 1s when that which 1s
pertect shall come?

1 Some believe that is the Lord Jesus

2 Some believe that 1s the Return of
the Lord

3 Some believe ThedPerfect Word of
GO



8Love never fails. But whether there are
prophecies, they will fail; whether there are
tongues, they will cease; whether there 1s
knowledge, it will vanish away. 9For we know
in part and we prophesy in part. 10But when
that which 1s perfect has come, then that
which is 1n part will be done away.



What Was the Gift of
Prophecies?



Ephesians 2:20
"having been built on the
foundation of the apostles and
prophets..."



What Was the Gift of
Knowledge?




Why Do Prophecy and
Knowledge Cease?



From a conservative cessationist
perspective, prophecy, the word of
knowledge, and tongues were temporary
revelatory gifts given during the apostolic
age while God was completing His
revelation. Once God's revealed truth was
completed and preserved in Scripture,
these partial gifts fulfilled their purpose
and ceased. Today, the church i1s guided by
the complete, sufficient, and authoritative
Word of God (2 Timothy 3:16—17).



The Gift
of Tongues
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